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WHERE THE ART IS

Charlie Danby finds family photos and sibling rivalry at the edge of the capital's art world this month...

Thursday, 14th September 2006

This month the Bischoff Weiss gallery steps into new territory with photographs and videos by Icelandic artist Hildur Margretardottir. 'Intimate Experiences' draws on Margretardottir's use of her family as the subject for her works, turning ordinary situations into photographs and videos that document and expose an uncomplicated set of family hierarchies.

These works are given that extra edge by the Icelandic latitude which pitches permanent nights against twenty-four hour days. Thrown off-kilter by extremities of light and dark, Margretardottir's photographs become obscure in their frankness and disorientating in their depiction of family life.

These sequences of images expose a bigger picture, but the social dynamics that make them are clouded and unresolved, leaving them poised as ambiguous glimpses into a family structure. Kitchen interiors, hand held games consoles and tables filled with beer cans and ashtrays - the artists' camera records rather than judges.

Immediate in its fashioning, Margretardottir's work has a rawness and straightforwardness that, while driven by intuition, draws loose reference to a wide range of art historical works century still-life paintings, or groupings of family members to renaissance works. Combining with Margretardottir's social and domestic works is a collaborative video work by a separate video piece by Kate Hawkins. While Margretardottir's works assess the constructive elements of families, the works of Fornieles and Hawkins explore how these relationships Eloise and Ed wrestle naked in their video- piece 'Sibling Rivalry' - a truly pertinent, raw and largely uncomfortable commentary that cuts to right to the heart of brother-sister politics. While this work will provoke strong opinion it will only be because it is harnessed by a series of strong and deeply relevant social subtexts.

Dismantling domestic and family structures, Kate Hawkins exploits the rules and etiquette that supposedly serve to bond and unite families through ordering, structuring and taming their behaviour. Hawkins' work 'Eternal Peas' sees the artist eating a single pea at a time from a plate. She uses a down-turned fork that according to Debrett's Guide to Etiquette is the correct and proper way to eat legumes. Hawkins' social model of conformity and absurd policy clearly stretches beyond her plate, and looking at all sides of the same coin, these videos and photographs offer challenging and relevant windows on all our lives.

Intimate Experiences runs till 17th June at Bischoff Weiss, 95 Rivington Street, London, EC2A 3AY. Gallery open Wednesday-Saturday from 11am to 6pm. For further information contact: info@bischoffweiss.com
