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The Red Lane

by Smadar Sheffi

"Goods to Declare", Terminal 1 at Ben Gurion Airport

"Goods to Declare", an exhibition by MFA students from 15 world leading art schools, include 51 works of which almost each one is very good and has so far already attracted thousands of visitors. Up until today twenty thousand persons have visited it - 5000 of them were there last Saturday. It is a good idea to visit this exhibition before the exhibition of Bezalel's BFA graduates, which is also shown in Terminal 1 at Ben Gurion Airport, since it requires, justly, more concentrated watching. The exhibition space, which is the area where the Customs signs are and where the luggage was received, does not black out the works. In contrast to the BFA graduate exhibition the location creates the context of passage that occasionally connects to the contents.

In spite of there being no instructions as to the issue of the works one can perceive connecting threads such as the handling of identification questions and a story-telling character of a large part of the works. The works of the Israeli participants, most of which were shown lately at the Bezalel graduate show in Tel Aviv, are here positioned in a way which suits them much better.

"Happy Christmas Mum &Dad" is an exceptional video work from the point of view of its treatment of family relations. The artist Jennifer Allen from Goldsmith College in London placed her parents, her black father and her white mother, to watch her doing a near-striptease in the sitting room of their home, next to the Christmas tree. The parents are shocked, but also cooperate in a moving manner. Allen touches here on a variety of questions regarding the races' relations in England, on questions of permissiveness and mainly on the difficult meeting of parents with certain sides in the personality or in the culture of their children.

Another kind of treatment of inter-race relations offers Paula von Seth from Konstfack, a university for art and design in Stockholm. In the video work she created two women, a white Swede and a black South-African, they tell an identical story about a black woman who returns to South Africa from the United States. Von Seth manages to present a mechanism of interpretation and to demonstrate the influence the person who tells the story has on the way in which the story is comprehended.

Maya Attoun, who stood out in the graduate exhibition in Bezalel in Tel Aviv a month ago, even here very much stands out and presents some additional works that strengthen the feeling that she is one of the promising ones of the present class' graduates.

"Pleased to Meet You", a video and performing art work of Eloise Fornieles and Kate Hawkins, from Slade School of Fine Art, London, deals with polite gestures, seemingly empty, that conceal secrets, possibilities that usually don't get to the surface at all. At the opening of the work they show a meeting between two young and slender women, played by them, which in the beginning seems as a polite and cold meeting with kisses flying in the air, but which turns into an almost erotic hot kissing. Just before the kiss turns into such a one they sort of repeat their movements and get back to the polite cold, empty kiss. In the video work the audience ignore what is going on. In their performance work at the opening evening wearing white paper dresses and red high-heel shoes they certainly draw attention.
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Ane Mette Hol from Konstfack University College presents works of a virtuous quality. On the floor a material that almost seems to be carton is spread, which she created by meticulous handicraft, and on this she draw what seems to be photocopies. Her dealing with the relationship between the real and the artificial indeed leans heavily on protruding precedents, like Andy Warhol's Brillo soap boxes of the sixties, but the astonishing quality succeeds in fascinating.

Wrinkled papers spread on the floor next to one of the conveyor belts are revealed to be "Caves", an enchanting work by Andrew Ross from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Ross uses office paper in the A4 size to create a sort of paper grottos in which he places tiny figures of about two centimeters, which are seen at the height of ceremonies from an ancient culture, somewhat primary. The sense of revelation when one bends down and finds that there is life beneath what seems to be a piling up of papers, and the attempt to decode the work make the viewer into a story composer and into one who offers a narrative. Within the papers that create “Caves” it is possible to see the place out of which the figures were cut, so that a sort of life circle is created.
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Close to Ross' work a large wall drawing of Dasha Shishkin from the Columbia University School of the Arts, New York, is presented, a work which looks like a copy of cave drawings in Blasco in France, but at a close look reveals in it on the contrary contemporary sex and violence descriptions.

In the Customs area a very successful video work is presented, created by a group of first class students of the MFA program at Bezalel. On the walls nature films are screened to which manipulation and editing have been done. The result is spectacular, disturbing and creating a sense of attraction-rejection that arises when one is exposed to nature that is not domesticated.

"Goods to Declare" - an exhibition with works by students of Bezalel´s MFA program and schools from all over the world, within the framework of Bezalel's Centenary. Terminal 1, Ben Gurion Airport. Opening hours: Sunday until Thursday and Saturday 11.00-21.00, Friday 11.00-18.00, until August 8.

